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Bromesberrow St Mary’s History Curriculum- Year 5 and 6
Autumn 
How Were Lives Affected During WWII?
National Curriculum Objectives
Year 5
· Develop a chronologically secure knowledge of British and world history.
· Understand key events of WWII and their impact on Britain.
· Investigate how the war affected everyday lives.
· Use a range of historical sources to ask and answer questions.
Year 6
· Explain the causes and consequences of major events during WWII.
· Evaluate the impact of the war on different groups of people.
· Analyse and interpret historical evidence.
· Consider how WWII shaped modern Britain.
Golden Substantive Threads
· Monarchy: The role of King George VI and the Royal Family during the war.
· Empire: Contributions from across the British Empire and Commonwealth.
· Trade: Wartime shortages, rationing and economic changes.
· Change: How war transformed society, technology and daily life.
· Beliefs: Democracy, freedom and resistance to dictatorship.
Golden Disciplinary Threads (Being Historians)
· Cause and Consequence
· Change and Continuity
· Similarity and Difference
· Historical Significance
· Sources and Evidence
· Historical Interpretations
Medium-Term Plan Ideas
	Focus Options
	Year 5
	Year 6
	Threads / Notes

	Why did WWII begin?
	Understand key causes.
	Evaluate long and short-term causes.
	Cause and consequence

	The Blitz
	Explore experiences of children.
	Examine eyewitness accounts.
	Sources and evidence

	Evacuation
	Investigate evacuation experiences.
	Compare differing perspectives.
	Similarity and difference

	Rationing and Daily Life
	Learn about food and shortages.
	Evaluate the effectiveness of rationing.
	Change and continuity

	Women at War
	Explore changing roles.
	Investigate the impact on equality.
	Change

	The Holocaust
	Develop an age-appropriate understanding.
	Reflect on human rights and prejudice.
	Historical significance

	How Did WWII Change Britain?
	Create a museum display.
	Write an evidence-based conclusion.
	Interpretation


Skills and Vocabulary Progression
	Skill
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Chronology
	Sequence key events
	Link causes and consequences

	Historical Enquiry
	Use primary and secondary sources
	Evaluate reliability and bias

	Interpretation
	Compare viewpoints
	Reach justified conclusions

	Communication
	Present findings
	Construct balanced arguments


Vocabulary
Year 5: evacuation, rationing, Blitz, allies, axis, propaganda, blackout
Year 6: conflict, persecution, genocide, dictatorship, evidence, reliability, significance
Spring
How Did the Leadership of the Greeks Influence the Western World?
National Curriculum Objectives
Year 5
· Study Ancient Greek civilization and achievements.
· Understand the development of democracy in Ancient Greece.
· Learn about significant leaders and thinkers.
· Compare aspects of Greek society with modern Britain.
Year 6
· Analyse the influence of Greek leadership on modern political systems.
· Evaluate the significance of Greek achievements.
· Use historical evidence to support conclusions.
· Compare differing interpretations of ancient societies.
Golden Substantive Threads
· Monarchy: Comparison of kings, tyrants and democratic leaders.
· Empire: Greek city-states and expansion.
· Trade: Importance of trade and the Mediterranean.
· Change: Development of democratic government.
· Beliefs: Religion, philosophy and citizenship.
Golden Disciplinary Threads
· Cause and Consequence
· Change and Continuity
· Similarity and Difference
· Historical Significance
· Sources and Evidence
· Historical Interpretations
Medium-Term Plan Ideas
	Focus Options
	Year 5
	Year 6
	Threads / Notes

	What Was Ancient Greece?
	Locate and timeline Ancient Greece.
	Compare city-states.
	Chronology

	Athens and Sparta
	Compare lifestyles.
	Evaluate strengths and weaknesses.
	Similarity and difference

	Democracy in Athens
	Learn how citizens voted.
	Compare with modern democracy.
	Change and continuity

	Great Greek Leaders
	Study Pericles and Alexander the Great.
	Assess their influence.
	Historical significance

	Greek Philosophers
	Explore Socrates, Plato and Aristotle.
	Investigate their impact today.
	Beliefs

	Greek Achievements
	Explore theatre, sport and science.
	Evaluate long-term influence.
	Legacy

	How Do We Still See Greek Influence Today?
	Create a presentation.
	Write an evidence-based essay.
	Interpretation


Skills and Vocabulary Progression
	Skill
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Enquiry
	Gather evidence from sources
	Evaluate evidence critically

	Comparison
	Compare societies
	Explain influence across time

	Interpretation
	Explain importance
	Justify significance

	Communication
	Present ideas
	Construct detailed arguments


Vocabulary
Year 5: democracy, city-state, citizen, philosopher, assembly, Athens, Sparta
Year 6: oligarchy, tyranny, influence, civilisation, legacy, significance, interpretation
Summer
How Did the Maya Civilization Compare to the Anglo-Saxons?
National Curriculum Objectives
Year 5
· Study a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history.
· Learn about key features of Maya civilization.
· Compare Maya and Anglo-Saxon societies.
· Use evidence from a range of historical sources.
Year 6
· Analyse similarities and differences between two civilizations.
· Evaluate the achievements and legacies of both societies.
· Use evidence to support historical arguments.
· Develop a deeper understanding of cultural diversity through history.
Golden Substantive Threads
· Monarchy: Maya rulers and Anglo-Saxon kings.
· Empire: Expansion and control of territories.
· Trade: Trade networks and resources.
· Change: Development and decline of civilizations.
· Beliefs: Religion, rituals and worldviews.
Golden Disciplinary Threads
· Cause and Consequence
· Change and Continuity
· Similarity and Difference
· Historical Significance
· Sources and Evidence
· Historical Interpretations
Medium-Term Plan Ideas
	Focus Options
	Year 5
	Year 6
	Threads / Notes

	Who Were the Maya?
	Explore Maya chronology and location.
	Investigate major Maya cities.
	Chronology

	Maya Society
	Learn about daily life.
	Compare social structures.
	Similarity and difference

	Maya Beliefs
	Investigate gods and rituals.
	Compare with Anglo-Saxon beliefs.
	Beliefs

	Maya Achievements
	Explore mathematics, astronomy and writing.
	Evaluate significance.
	Historical significance

	Anglo-Saxons Revisited
	Recall prior learning.
	Compare leadership and society.
	Change and continuity

	Comparing Civilizations
	Compare homes, trade and government.
	Debate which society was more advanced.
	Interpretation

	What Was Their Legacy?
	Create a comparison project.
	Write a balanced historical argument.
	Evidence and conclusions


Skills and Vocabulary Progression
	Skill
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Comparison
	Identify similarities and differences
	Explain reasons for differences

	Enquiry
	Use a range of sources
	Evaluate interpretations

	Significance
	Identify achievements
	Assess long-term legacy

	Communication
	Present evidence clearly
	Construct balanced arguments


Vocabulary
Year 5: Maya, civilisation, glyphs, pyramid, deity, trade, hierarchy
Year 6: astronomy, interpretation, legacy, comparison, evidence, significance, society
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