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Bromesberrow St Marys History Curriculum- Year 3 and 4.
Cycle 1
Autumn
How did Community develop from Stone Age to Iron Age?
National Curriculum Objectives (History)
Year 3 Objectives:
· Develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history.
· Note connections, contrasts and trends over time.
· Address and devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity, difference, and significance.
· Understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources.
Year 4 Objectives:
· Develop the appropriate use of historical terms.
· Regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity, and difference.
· Construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information.
· Understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources.
Golden Threads and the Stone Age to Iron Age
· Monarchy- While no formal monarchy existed, tribal leaders and early societal hierarchy were developing, laying the groundwork for future monarchy.
· Empire-The concept of empire hadn’t formed yet, but early settlements and dominance over territories by groups show the seeds of organised control.
· Invasion- Not traditional invasions, but the migration of new people and ideas (e.g., Beaker people) had significant impact on culture and development.
· Trade- Early bartering systems and exchange of goods (e.g., flint, pottery, metal) between communities developed towards more structured trade networks.
· Change- Major technological changes (stone to bronze to iron tools) and lifestyle changes (hunter-gatherer to farming and settlement).
· Beliefs- Burial practices and monument building (e.g., Stonehenge) indicate early spiritual or religious beliefs.



Golden Disciplinary Threads: Stone Age to Iron Age
· Cause and Consequence- Development of tools led to improved survival and the growth of settlements. Farming caused major societal shifts (from nomadic to settled life).
· Change and Continuity- Gradual shift from nomadic to agrarian lifestyles. Continuity in human survival needs and community structures.
· Similarity and Difference- Compare lifestyles across periods: food, housing, clothing, tools from Stone Age to Iron Age.
· Historically Significant People, Places, Events- Skara Brae, Stonehenge, Beaker People, first farmers in Britain.
· Sources and Evidence- Use of artefacts, cave paintings, remains of settlements and monuments to reconstruct the past.
· Historical Interpretations- How historians interpret limited evidence (e.g., from burial sites or tools) to understand prehistoric life.
Medium Term Plan: Year 3 & 4 – Stone Age to Iron Age

	Focus Question / Topic ideas
	Key Knowledge
	Key Skills
	Resources

	What was prehistory?
	Understand the meaning of ‘prehistory’ and create a timeline
	Chronology; terminology
	Prehistoric timeline cards, visual aids

	How did people live in the Stone Age?
	Hunter-gatherers, tools, homes (e.g., caves, Skara Brae)
	Source analysis
	Photos, video, artefact images

	What was life like in a Stone Age settlement?
	Focus on Skara Brae
	Inferring from evidence
	Skara Brae reconstructions, maps

	Why was the discovery of farming so important?
	Neolithic Revolution, domestication, permanent settlements
	Cause and consequence
	Replica tools, farming diagrams

	What do monuments tell us about beliefs?
	Stonehenge and burial mounds
	Interpreting beliefs through evidence
	Images, virtual tours

	What changed in the Bronze Age?
	Metal tools, trade, status
	Change and continuity
	Video clips, artefact comparisons

	What was life like in the Iron Age?
	Hill forts, warfare, tribal life
	Similarity/difference
	Maps, drawings, Iron Age village resources

	What can we learn from archaeological evidence?
	Importance of artefacts
	Source analysis
	Images of findings, dig simulations

	How do we know what happened?
	Interpretations of the past
	Historical interpretation
	Compare accounts, critical thinking

	Summary and Assessment
	Timeline creation, comparisons
	Organisation of information
	Writing task or creative project



Skills & Vocabulary Progression (Year 3 and 4)
	Skill
	Year 3
	Year 4

	Chronology
	Place events in order using BCE/CE
	Use terms like 'period' and 'era'; refine understanding of timelines

	Enquiry
	Ask simple questions about sources
	Begin to suggest why sources may differ

	Interpretation
	Recognise that the past is represented in different ways
	Compare multiple sources and consider bias

	Use of Sources
	Use artefacts, pictures, stories to find out about the past
	Evaluate sources for reliability and usefulness

	Communication
	Communicate findings through discussion, writing, and drawing
	Use historical vocabulary to write structured reports

	Understanding Change
	Identify changes between Stone, Bronze and Iron Age
	Explain reasons for and impact of change over time



Key Vocabulary (Year 3 & 4)
Prehistory
Nomadic 
Settlement
Artefact
Hunter/gatherer 
Skara Brae 
Stone Henge 
Domestication 
Hill fort 
Bronze 
Iron 
Archaeologist 


Spring
Were the Vikings Raiders, Traders or Something else?
National Curriculum Objectives (History)
Year 3 Objectives:
· Develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history.
· Note connections, contrasts and trends over time.
· Address and devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity, difference, and significance.
· Understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources.
Year 4 Objectives:
· Develop the appropriate use of historical terms.
· Regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity, and difference.
· Construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information.
· Understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources.
Golden Threads and the Viking Period
Monarchy- Conflicts between Viking leaders and Anglo-Saxon kings (e.g., Alfred the Great vs. Guthrum). Viking rule in parts of England (Danelaw).
 Empire- Vikings established settlements and control across Europe — they didn't build an empire in the traditional sense, but held territories in England, Ireland, Normandy, etc.
 Invasion- Viking raids on monasteries (Lindisfarne, 793 AD) and later full-scale invasions and settlements.
Trade- Vikings were skilled traders, establishing routes across Europe, the Middle East, and even reaching North America (Vinland).
Change- The arrival of the Vikings changed the political landscape of Britain and introduced cultural, linguistic, and economic shifts.


Beliefs- Norse mythology (Odin, Thor) vs. Christian beliefs. Pagan practices challenged and later replaced by Christianity.

Golden Disciplinary Threads: The Viking Period
Cause and Consequence- Explore why the Vikings raided — climate, land, wealth. Consequences include destruction, cultural exchange, and settlement.
Change and Continuity- Some things changed (rule, religion), while others (agriculture, language) remained.
 Similarity and Difference- Compare Viking and Anglo-Saxon life — homes, beliefs, warfare, and governance.
Historically Significant People, Places, Events- Lindisfarne Raid, King Alfred, King Athelstan, Danelaw, Viking York (Jorvik).
Sources and Evidence- Evaluate evidence from archaeological finds (e.g. Jorvik, burial ships) and written records (Anglo-Saxon Chronicles).
Historical Interpretations- Were Vikings brutal raiders or complex traders and settlers? Examine different portrayals.
Medium Term Plan: Year 3 & 4 – Vikings
	Focus Question / Topic ideas
	Key Knowledge
	Key Skills
	Resources

	Who were the Vikings?
	Origins in Scandinavia; longboats; Norse culture
	Chronology; vocabulary
	Maps, images, Viking artefacts

	Why did the Vikings leave their homelands?
	Push and pull factors – land, wealth, opportunity
	Cause and consequence
	Maps, discussion prompts

	What happened at Lindisfarne?
	First major raid in 793 AD
	Source analysis; significance
	Eyewitness accounts, paintings

	How did the Anglo-Saxons respond to the Viking threat?
	Resistance, treaties, Danelaw
	Understanding conflict
	Timeline work, role play

	What was life like in a Viking settlement?
	Jorvik (York); homes, food, roles
	Compare cultures
	Jorvik reconstructions, artefacts

	What did the Vikings believe?
	Norse gods, sagas, rituals
	Belief systems
	Myths, god profiles

	Were the Vikings only raiders?
	Explore evidence of trading, crafting, settlement
	Historical interpretation
	Artefact analysis

	How do we know about the Vikings?
	Use of archaeology and written sources
	Source reliability
	Evaluate different evidence types

	What legacy did the Vikings leave behind?
	Place names, language, culture
	Change and continuity
	Mapping activity

	Summary and Assessment
	Debate: Raiders, Traders or Something Else?
	Communication and judgement
	Writing or speaking task




Skills & Vocabulary Progression (Year 3 and 4)
	Skill
	Year 3
	Year 4

	Chronology
	Sequence key Viking events and know timelines
	Place events accurately and link periods

	Enquiry
	Ask questions about Viking raids and lives
	Develop lines of enquiry using evidence

	Interpretation
	Recognise different views of Viking behaviour
	Analyse different sources and understand bias

	Use of Sources
	Use artefacts, sagas, and written accounts
	Evaluate which sources are most useful and why

	Communication
	Present understanding in speech, drawing, or writing
	Structure arguments using historical evidence

	Understanding Change
	Understand changes caused by Viking arrival
	Identify long-term effects of Viking culture



Key Vocabulary (Year 3 & 4)
Viking 
Raid longship 
Danelaw
Settlement 
Saga 
Pagan 
Archaeology 
Trade
Monastery 




Summer
Who Were the Leaders of the Egyptians and What Were Their Achievements?
National Curriculum Objectives (History)
Year 3 Objectives:
· Develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history.
· Note connections, contrasts and trends over time.
· Address and devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity, difference, and significance.
· Understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources
Year 4 Objectives:
· Develop the appropriate use of historical terms.
· Regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity, and difference.
· Construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information.
· Understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources.
 Golden Threads and Ancient Egypt

Monarchy- Pharaohs were seen as both kings and gods. Strong central leadership under rulers like Tutankhamun, Hatshepsut, and Ramses II.
 Empire- Egypt expanded its borders and influence during the New Kingdom, controlling territories in Africa and the Middle East.
Invasion- Egypt was both a conqueror and the target of invasions (e.g., by the Hyksos, Libyans, and later Persians). 
 Trade- Egypt traded goods like gold, linen, papyrus, and grain with Nubia, Mesopotamia, and beyond.
Change- Egyptian society evolved across three main periods (Old, Middle, New Kingdom), especially in leadership and achievements.
Beliefs- Deeply religious; belief in gods, the afterlife, and the pharaoh as divine shaped leadership and achievements (e.g., pyramids).
Golden Disciplinary Threads: Ancient Egypt
Cause and Consequence- Leadership decisions (e.g., building pyramids, waging war) had lasting impacts. Beliefs influenced political power and legacy.
Change and Continuity- Changes in leadership style, expansion, and religious practices. Continuity in monarchy, belief in afterlife, and writing. 
Similarity and Difference- Compare Egyptian rulers: male vs female pharaohs (e.g., Hatshepsut vs Ramses II). Differences in achievements and style.
Historically Significant People, Places, Events- Key figures: Tutankhamun, Cleopatra, Hatshepsut, Ramses II. Sites: Valley of the Kings, Giza, Thebes.
Sources and Evidence- Archaeological evidence (tombs, temples, inscriptions), artefacts (e.g., Rosetta Stone, statues), and written texts (hieroglyphics).
Historical Interpretations- How views of pharaohs have changed over time. Mystery around Tutankhamun’s tomb and media portrayal of Cleopatra. 
Medium Term Plan: Year 3 & 4 – Ancient Egyptian Leaders
	Focus Question / Topic ideas
	Key Knowledge
	Key Skills
	Resources

	What was Ancient Egypt and when did it exist?
	Geography, timeline of Old/Middle/New Kingdoms
	Chronology, map work
	Maps, timelines

	What was the role of a Pharaoh?
	Pharaoh as ruler and god, duties, power
	Use of sources, key vocabulary
	Images, info texts

	Who was Tutankhamun and why is he famous?
	His tomb discovery, legacy
	Historical significance, interpretation
	Artefact photos, videos

	What did Hatshepsut achieve as a female pharaoh?
	Trade, temples, gender and power
	Compare rulers
	Statues, primary sources

	What were the achievements of Ramses II?
	Warfare, monuments, treaties
	Cause and consequence
	Reliefs, temples

	What can we learn from Egyptian temples and tombs?
	Religious beliefs, funerary practices
	Source analysis
	Images, VR/virtual tours

	What does the Rosetta Stone tell us?
	Writing systems, unlocking hieroglyphs
	Use of sources
	Photos, decoding activities

	How do historians learn about the Egyptians?
	Archaeology, artefacts, historical accounts
	Evidence analysis
	Source banks

	What legacy did Egyptian rulers leave behind?
	Achievements in architecture, governance, belief
	Continuity and change
	Debate and writing

	Assessment: Who was the most successful leader?
	Compare and justify
	Communication, evaluation
	Structured essay, creative project



Skills & Vocabulary Progression (Year 3 and 4)
	Skill
	Year 3
	Year 4

	Chronology
	Place Egyptian rulers/events on a timeline
	Compare time periods (Egypt vs Britain)

	Enquiry
	Ask questions about Egyptian life and leaders
	Develop and explore open-ended questions

	Interpretation
	Recognise different portrayals of leaders
	Consider bias in historical stories or sources

	Use of Sources
	Use artefacts and texts to ask questions
	Judge reliability and value of sources

	Communication
	Present ideas clearly using new vocabulary
	Structure arguments about achievements

	Understanding Change
	Identify key achievements over time
	Explain how rulers shaped Egyptian legacy



Key Vocabulary (Year 3 & 4)
Pharaoh 
Dynasty
Tomb
Hieroglyphics
Afterlife
Temple
Legacy 
Monuments
Mummy
Archaeologist
Scribe
Rosetta stone 
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