Bromesberrow St Marys Geography Curriculum
Year 5 and 6
Why is fair trade fair?
National Curriculum Objectives (KS2)
Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe and North and South America, concentrating on environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries and major cities.
Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom and a region within North or South America.
Describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including food.
Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied.
Use geographical enquiry skills to collect, analyse and communicate information from maps, photographs, graphs, trade data and case-study evidence.
Key Substantive Concepts & How They Feature Across the Years
	Concept
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Location
	Locate producer and consumer countries; trace where familiar foods such as bananas, cocoa and coffee are grown and sold; identify relevant world regions and climate zones.
	Use maps at different scales to analyse global trade connections; relate production locations to physical geography, resources, transport routes and markets.

	Place
	Explore what life and work can be like in a producer community through a detailed case study.
	Compare places within a global trading system, considering similarities, differences and how connections influence people and environments.

	Environment
	Identify how climate, soils and land use affect crop production; recognise environmental pressures linked with farming and transport.
	Evaluate environmental impacts of production and consumption, including land management, biodiversity, transport and more sustainable choices.

	Change
	Explain how trade and Fairtrade initiatives can change incomes, opportunities and community investment over time.
	Assess how changing consumer demand, certification, environmental pressures and global markets can alter places and livelihoods.

	Physical & Human
	Link physical conditions needed for crops with farms, settlements, transport, processing and markets.
	Explain interdependence between physical resources, human decisions, economic activity and global supply chains.

	Culture
	Recognise that products connect people in different countries and that producers may have different experiences and priorities.
	Consider perspectives of producers, workers, businesses and consumers, avoiding stereotypes and using evidence from case studies.

	Interdependence & Sustainability
	Understand that producers and consumers are connected through trade and that choices can have consequences elsewhere.
	Evaluate how fairer and more sustainable trade can contribute to social, economic and environmental goals, recognising trade-offs.



Vocabulary / Terminology Progression by Year
	Year
	Everyday / Supporting Words
	Geography-specific Words 

	Year 5
	buy, sell, farmer, worker, crop, product, journey, price, income, choice, local, global
	trade, import, export, producer, consumer, supply chain, Fairtrade, market, commodity, climate zone, plantation, distribution, certification

	Year 6
	wages, profit, cost, value, working conditions, responsibility, impact, inequality, sustainable
	interdependence, ethical trade, globalisation, trade route, economic activity, premium, cooperative, sustainability, consumption, resource, carbon emissions, food miles



Skills Progression
	Skill / Enquiry Area
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Observation & Questioning
	Ask geographical questions about where products come from, who produces them and why crops grow in particular places.
	Develop enquiry questions about fairness, sustainability and how trade decisions affect different groups and places.

	Maps & Spatial Thinking
	Use atlases and digital maps to locate producer countries; plot the journey of a product from farm to shop.
	Use maps at different scales to identify patterns in production, trade routes and connections between regions.

	Data & Evidence
	Read simple graphs, tables, price breakdowns and infographics; identify patterns and make supported comparisons.
	Interpret and compare multiple sources of quantitative and qualitative evidence; identify limitations and justify conclusions.

	Comparisons / Contrasts
	Compare a UK consumer location with a producer region, focusing on land use, livelihoods and economic links.
	Compare producer communities or commodities and explain how geography and trade systems create different outcomes.

	Recording & Presentation
	Create annotated maps, flow diagrams and short evidence-based explanations.
	Present a reasoned geographical argument using maps, data and case-study evidence, acknowledging more than one viewpoint.

	Fieldwork / Local Study
	Carry out a local product survey in school or a nearby shop, recording origins and certification labels.
	Design a more systematic survey of product origins/choices, analyse results and evaluate what the data can and cannot show.



Medium Term Plan ideas
	Focus / Enquiry Question ideas
	Key Concepts Emphasised
	Possible Activities / Tasks
	Skills & Vocabulary Focus

	What is trade and why do countries trade?
	Location, interdependence
	Explore classroom products and food labels; locate countries of origin; distinguish imports and exports; map connections to the UK.
	trade, import, export, producer, consumer; atlas and digital mapping

	Where do some of our foods come from and why are they grown there?
	Location, physical & human
	Case study bananas, cocoa or coffee; link growing regions to climate; annotate a map with physical conditions and human land use.
	climate zone, crop, plantation, land use; thematic maps

	How does a product reach us?
	Interdependence, human geography
	Build a supply-chain sequence from producer through processing, transport and retail; map the route and calculate approximate distance using map scale/digital mapping.
	supply chain, distribution, trade route, scale

	Who benefits from trade?
	Place, culture, economic activity
	Use an age-appropriate producer case study and a simplified price chain; identify different participants and explore how value is distributed.
	income, wages, market, commodity, value; data interpretation

	What does Fairtrade aim to do?
	Change, sustainability
	Explore Fairtrade standards through teacher-selected case-study evidence; compare conventional and Fairtrade scenarios; identify the role of minimum-price protection and the Fairtrade Premium.
	Fairtrade, certification, premium, cooperative, working conditions

	How can trade affect people and places?
	Place, change, environment
	Compare evidence about livelihoods, community investment and environmental practices; create cause-and-effect chains.
	impact, livelihood, sustainability, evidence, consequence

	Does buying fairly traded food solve every problem?
	Sustainability, interdependence
	Consider different perspectives and trade-offs, including price, availability, producer benefits, transport and environmental impact; hold a structured debate.
	ethical trade, consumption, carbon emissions, viewpoint, trade-off

	Why is fair trade fair?
	All concepts
	Final geographical enquiry: pupils answer the overarching question using an annotated world map, supply-chain evidence, data and a case-study conclusion.
	reasoned conclusion; evidence, interdependence, sustainability



Possible Fieldwork / Local Study Ideas
	Location / Setting
	What Pupils Can Do
	Concepts & Skills Practised

	School kitchen / packed lunches
	Audit selected products for country of origin and certification labels; map origins and group by product type.
	Data collection, mapping, trade links, consumer choices

	Local supermarket or food shop
	Survey a pre-agreed sample of bananas, chocolate, tea or coffee; record origins, labels and price information without judging individual shoppers.
	Fieldwork, sampling, data recording, comparison, ethical consumption

	School Fairtrade event / product comparison
	Compare packaging and supply-chain information; communicate findings in posters, maps or presentations.
	Communication, evidence, consumer-producer connections

	Virtual producer/farm case study
	Use verified photographs, maps and video material to investigate a producer region that is not locally accessible.
	Place knowledge, source interpretation, comparison, avoiding stereotypes



Progression Across Year 5 and Year 6
Understanding global trade: Year 5: identify trade links and explain a product journey.  Year 6: explain interdependence and evaluate how global trade affects different people and places.
Using maps: Year 5: locate producer countries and map straightforward supply chains.  Year 6: use maps at different scales to analyse patterns, routes, resources and geographical relationships.
Using evidence: Year 5: read and compare straightforward tables, graphs, labels and case-study information.  Year 6: combine sources, question their limitations and use evidence to justify conclusions.
Fairness and sustainability: Year 5: describe ways Fairtrade can support producers and communities.  Year 6: evaluate benefits, limitations and trade-offs, reaching a balanced geographical judgement.
Geographical communication: Year 5: use annotated maps, diagrams and paragraphs.  Year 6: construct a sustained enquiry response using precise vocabulary, evidence and multiple viewpoints.
Suggested End Point / Assessment
Pupils answer the enquiry question, “Why is fair trade fair?” They should locate and connect producer and consumer places, explain a product supply chain, use geographical evidence, describe intended benefits of Fairtrade, and in Year 6 evaluate limitations or trade-offs before reaching a supported conclusion.
