	Understanding Our World


	Past and Present ELG
· Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society.
· Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class.
· Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling.
People Culture and Communities ELG
· Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts, and maps.
· Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class.
· Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – maps.
The Natural World ELG
· Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants.
· Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class.
· Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter.

	Nursery
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	Key skills and knowledge to be taught over the year
	Key skills and knowledge to be taught over the year
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	Spring
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	Explores and responds using senses to what they see in the classroom and outside e.g. puddles and sunshine.

Begin to show an interest and curiosity in living things and animals.

Communicate about their family (verbally or non-verbally)

	To begin to show respect and care for living things.

Explore how things work e.g. wind-up toys, pasta machine, water wheels 
	Notice and talk about seasonal changes.
Able to talk about what is similar and different and make relevant connections to their own experiences, including different materials.
Talk about things that have happened in their own lives and of their families.
Be able to identify one thing that a plant needs to grow.
[bookmark: _Int_CayT7Y1Y]Able to recognise a baby and adult animal e.g. a calf and a cow/tadpole and a frog.
Explore and respond to familiar places and local environment. 
	Describe materials and some of their properties (stone is hard, fabric is soft, smooth, etc) 

Describe some changes in state (each ice melts when
heated and water freezes when cooled). 

Know that we were babies and have grown up (and will continue to grow up)

To know that things have happened in the past in own families (birth of siblings, moving house, getting a pet etc).

Explore significant events e.g. Remembrance Day 11th November. 

Know that a map or globe can show different places. 
Name where they live (town).  
Use geographical vocabulary to describe where they live (town).  
Notice and describe similarities and differences between where they live with other places (linked to stories).

Understand what some body parts do and how they help us learn (i.e. listening ears) 

Sort a set of objects into two groups by their properties.
	Recognise and name a variety of different animals including insects. 

Know the names of different body parts of humans (and animals that they have had experience of). 

Sorting a set of objects into 3 groups by their properties.

Sort and group animals according to key features (e.g. these animals live in the sea, these fly). 

Recognise and describe different animals in their local habitat and from around the world (talk about animals that live in different climates) 

Know that Kings and queens are important/significant. Some kings and queens are real people, and some are characters in stories. 

Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways (Discovery RE)

	Children will have opportunities to explore what a plant / flower is: 

It grows from a seed/bulb. 

It has a stem and leaves, flowers have petals. 

To know where to see plants. 

To describe different plants using key vocabulary 

Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read or shown in class. 

Recognise that stories can tell us about what different people believe (Discovery RE)

Describe similarities and differences between places (linked to story)
Notice and describe similarities and differences between where they live with other places.
	There are 4 seasons called Spring, Summer, Autumn and Winter. 

There are different types of weather on different days, and the weather changes according to the season. 

Days are shorter in winter, and it gets dark earlier. Days are longer in summer, and it gets dark later. 

Some trees are Deciduous – their leaves die out and fall off in the autumn as the tree prepares to protect its trunk through the winter. 

Some trees are Evergreen – they keep their leaves or needles all year long. 

Plants have roots, stems and leaves. Some plants have flowers. 

Plants create seeds which drop to the ground or float on the wind to new places and these can grow into new plants. 

Plants need sun, water, soil and air to grow. 

We have different parts that make up our bodies. 

There are 5 senses, and we use different parts of our bodies for each sense. 

There are different types of animals in the world, and we can group these in different ways (amphibian, fish, reptiles, birds, mammals)

Carnivores eat meat.

Herbivores eat plants.

Omnivores eat meat and plants. 

Objects are made from different materials. 

Different materials have different properties and can be used for different purposes.

You can classify/group things in different ways.

	The ‘past’ can describe ‘yesterday’, last week’, ‘last year’, ‘before’, ‘a few years ago’, and ‘when we were little’, but it can also describe things that happened before we were born or before our parents were born: Armistice Day, Guy Fawkes, Queen Elizabeth’s Coronation or when our school was built. 

A timeline can show when things have happened in the past. 

On a timeline you start with the earliest things and move towards the present. 

Artefacts can help us understand what things were like in the past. 

A Monarch is a king or a queen. We have a King, and his name is King Charles III. 

A coronation is a special ceremony where a King or Queen is crowned.

	A map is a bird’s eye plan of a place. Landmarks are shown on maps so you can see where you are or find your way somewhere. 

Some landmarks have been made by humans (buildings, roads, bridges etc) 

Some landmarks are natural/physical features (hills, rivers, forests etc) 

Aerial photographs show a view of places from the sky. 

We live in The United Kingdom – you can see the United Kingdom on a map of The World. 

There are four countries in the United Kingdom – England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland 

A capital city is the biggest and most important city in a country – The capital cities of the UK are London, Edinburgh, Cardiff and Belfast. 

There are hot places and cold places in the world. 

Places can be compared to see what is the same and what is different about them. 

We live in a town/village. Other people live in villages or cities.


	Ongoing throughout the year:
Talk about things that have happened in the past (yesterday, last week, when we were little, birthdays, holidays) – introduce. 
To know that things have happened in the past (related to personal experiences). 
Notice and describe different types of weather and how it feels/what we wear in different weather.
Know the difference between day and night and talk about what happens at night and in the day. 
Children will be able to describe what they see.   Children will learn how to observe what they see.   Children will ask questions about what they see.  
Recognise that there are special people in our families.
Recognise that there are similarities and differences between people (develop positive attitudes) through stories and discussion.

	Ongoing throughout the year: 
Notice and describe different weather patterns across the year. 
Understand that the sun gives us light. 
Children can identify a shadow. 
Children will be able to describe what they see.   Children will learn how to observe what they see.   Children will ask questions about what they see.  
Order and sequence events using words relating to the passage of time, including yesterday, last week, before and then (including a visual timetable)
Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class, storytelling and sharing images. 
Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways (Discovery RE) e.g. Christmas, Easter, Diwali, Lunar New Year, Eid.

	RE

	Computing


	
	
	Different people believe different things. 

People celebrate special times in different ways. There are many different religions in the world– the names of two of these are Christianity and Judaism. 

Different religions have special stories and important characters that we can learn from

	Computer systems and networks/Technology around us:
· Identify technology including the main parts of a computer.
· Use a mouse or a track pad in different ways
· Use a keyboard to type and edit text

Creating media:
· Use freehand, shape and line tools to create images.
· Explain choices and compare digital and painted pictures
· Add and remove text using a computer
· Edit the appearance of text (size, colour, font)
· Make careful choices and explain why tools have been used.

Programming:
· Combine four direction commands to make sequences of movement.
· Plan a simple program and find different solutions to problems.
· Choose a command for a particular purpose.
· Join commands together for a particular purpose.
· Design and create algorithms to create a program.

Data and information:
· Describe objects in different ways
· Count objects with the same properties
· Compare groups of objects
· Answer questions about groups of objects





