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Bromesberrow St Mary’s History Curriculum- Reception, Year 1, Year 2.
Autumn
How did the Great Fire of London Spread so far and so fast?
National Curriculum Objectives:
  • EYFS (Past and Present – Understanding the World): Talk about people’s lives, similarities/differences past and present, understand the past through stories and events.
  • Year 1 History: Develop awareness of the past, use time vocabulary, fit events in chronological framework, similarities/differences between periods, ask and answer questions, understand ways of finding out about the past.
  • Year 2 History: Use common words and phrases relating to the passing of time, develop chronological awareness, similarities/differences, wider historical vocabulary, cause and consequence, use sources and representations.
Golden Substantive Threads 
· Monarchy – the role of King Charles II during the Great Fire
· Empire – connections through trade and London as a growing city
· Invasion – understanding threats and disasters to cities (contextual awareness)
· Trade – the role of bakeries, shops, and businesses in London 1666
· Change – how London’s rebuilding changed streets, houses, and fire safety
· Beliefs – historical beliefs about fire, superstition, and divine punishment
Golden Disciplinary Threads (being historians)
· Cause and consequence – why the fire spread and the impact of new buildings
· Change and continuity – comparing London then and now, transport then and now
· Similarity and difference – houses, transport modes, firefighting methods
· Historically significant people, places, and events – Samuel Pepys, Thomas Farriner, George Stephenson, Wright brothers
· Sources and evidence – diary extracts, paintings, artefacts, photographs
· Historical interpretations – comparing eyewitness accounts, paintings, and modern sources

Medium Term Plan Ideas
	Focus options 
	Reception (EYFS)
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Threads / Notes

	What is fire?
	Stories with fire (Three Little Pigs, London’s Burning rhyme). Firefighters now.
	Introduce Great Fire story, sequence events.
	Place event on timeline. Map old vs new London.
	Cause & consequence, similarity/difference, change

	Houses then and now
	Build houses with blocks/straw vs bricks. Look at pictures.
	Compare Stuart houses and modern ones.
	Analyse paintings. Why fire spread.
	Change, similarity/difference, sources & evidence

	How did the fire start?
	Bakery/fire role play.
	Thomas Farriner’s bakery. Sequence fire starting.
	Explore daily use of fire. Write: The fire started because…
	Cause & consequence, historically significant people

	How did people stop it?
	Bucket chains, role play.
	Buckets, firehooks, blowing up houses.
	Pepys diary + paintings: reliability?
	Sources & evidence, change & continuity

	Ledbury Visit
	Observe historical timber buildings. Discuss close proximity and fire risk.
	Compare with London 1666. Identify features that made fire spread fast.
	Sketch and write observations. Discuss impact of fire historically and locally.
	Change, similarity/difference, historically significant places, cause & consequence

	What happened after & review
	Retell story with props/role play.
	Rebuilding London: bricks, wider streets.
	Write explanation: Why did the fire spread so fast and how did London change?
	Change, cause & consequence, historical interpretation












Skills & Vocabulary Progression (Autumn 1)
	Skill
	Reception (EYFS)
	Year 1
	Year 2

	Chronology
	Use before/after in stories.
	Sequence Great Fire events.
	Place on timeline, link to other events.

	Knowledge & Understanding
	Talk about firefighters now.
	Know Great Fire happened in 1666.
	Explain causes and consequences, rebuilding.

	Cause & Effect
	Notice simple story reasons.
	Suggest reasons for spread.
	Explain why spread + impact of rebuilding.

	Historical Enquiry
	Look at pictures/props.
	Use paintings/diary extracts.
	Compare sources, discuss reliability.

	Communication
	Retell with props/role play.
	Story maps, oral retelling.
	Written explanation with vocabulary.


Vocabulary:
· Reception: fire, hot, house, long ago, now, old, new
· Year 1: London, diary, Samuel Pepys, bakery, firehooks, bucket, timeline
· Year 2: Stuart, 1666, cause, consequence, source, eyewitness, rebuilding, brigade








Spring
What mode of transport do you think is the best and why?
National Curriculum Objectives 
Reception (EYFS – Understanding the World)
1. Talk about past and present in their own lives and the lives of family members.
2. Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now.
3. Understand the world through stories, images, and artefacts.
4. Develop curiosity about how things work.
5. Make observations and ask questions.
Year 1 Objectives:
1. Identify changes in transport over time.
2. Sequence different types of transport in chronological order.
3. Recognise old and new transport through photos and objects.
4. Explore the lives of significant individuals in transport (e.g., George Stephenson, The Wright Brothers).
5. Use simple historical vocabulary (e.g., past, present, old, new).
6. Ask and answer questions using artefacts and pictures.
Year 2 Objectives:
1. Understand how transport has changed and why.
2. Know how transport developments impacted people's lives.
3. Compare different transport types from the past and now.
4. Study significant historical figures in transport.
5. Use sources (pictures, stories, objects) to find out about the past.
6. Begin to understand cause and effect (e.g., how inventions changed travel).
Golden Threads: 
· Monarchy: Transport used by monarchs (e.g, royal carriages, royal trains). 
· Empire: Ships and trains used to build and connect the British Empire.


· Invasion: How boats, horses and vehicles were used in battles/invasions. 
· Trade: Boats, trains and lorries used to transport goods. 
· Change: How transport has developed from walking to high-speed trains. 
· Beliefs: Beliefs about progress, technology and sustainability in travel. 

Golden Disciplinary Threads (Being Historians): 
· Cause and Consequence: Why new transport was invented and what changed because of it. 
· Change and Continuity: What has changed? (e.g. speed), what has stayed the same? (e.g. wheels). 
· Similarity and Difference: Comparing old and new cars, bikes, trains, boats etc. 
· Significant People/Events: Wright brothers, Stephenson, Amelia Earhart.
· Historical Interpretations: Thinking about how and why people travelled differently in the past.
Medium-Term Plan Ideas
	Focus options
	Learning Objectives
	Suggested Activities

	What is transport?
	Know what "transport" means and name different types.
	Transport sorting game, transport walk, simple drawings.

	Then and now
	Recognise old and modern transport.
	Compare photos, timeline matching, role play old/new vehicles.

	How did people travel long ago?
	Understand early travel methods (walking, horses, carts).
	Dressing up, story time: "Mrs. Armitage on Wheels".

	Trains and George Stephenson
	Learn about the first steam trains.
	Watch short video, build model trains, story of the Rocket.

	The Wright Brothers and flight
	Learn who invented the first plane and why it mattered.
	Paper planes experiment, storytelling, drawing Wright Flyer.

	Boats and sea travel
	Understand historical sea transport.
	Compare old/new boats, floating/sinking experiment.

	What is the best transport?
	Evaluate and justify preferences based on learning.
	Create poster or presentation: “The Best Transport Is…”





Skills and Vocabulary Development
Key Historical Skills (EYFS–KS1):
· Asking and answering questions.
· Recognising old and new.
· Sequencing events or objects in order.
· Identifying differences and similarities.
· Talking about people and events from the past.
· Using artefacts and images to find out about history.
 Key Vocabulary:
· Transport 
· Past 
· Present 
· Old
· New 
· Train 
· Plane 
· Boat 
· Wheel 
· Inventor 
Summer
How did Victorian children’s lives change because of Queen Victoria?
National Curriculum Objectives 
Reception (EYFS – Understanding the World)
1. Talk about past and present in their own lives and the lives of others.
2. Recognise simple changes over time (e.g., old toys vs new toys).
3. Use stories and pictures to find out about the past.
4. Ask and answer questions about changes they notice.
Year 1 Objectives (KS1 History)
1. Recognise and describe aspects of everyday life in the past (e.g., children’s lives in Victorian times).
2. Use simple historical vocabulary like past, old, new, then, now.
3. Sequence simple events or objects to show passage of time.
4. Learn about Queen Victoria as a significant historical figure.
5. Compare Victorian childhood with their own lives.
6. Use pictures and artefacts to find out about Victorian children.
Year 2 Objectives (KS1 History)
1. Describe key changes in children’s lives during the Victorian era.
2. Understand why changes happened during Queen Victoria’s reign.
3. Explore differences and similarities between Victorian children and today.
4. Identify significant people/events linked to Victorian childhood (e.g., Queen Victoria, school reforms).
5. Use a variety of sources (stories, pictures, objects) to find out about the past.
6. Begin to explain cause and consequence related to changes in Victorian children’s lives.
Golden Threads: 
· Monarchy: Queen Victoria’s influence on laws and social reform affecting children.
· Empire: How the British Empire shaped opportunities and attitudes towards childhood.
· Invasion: Less direct, but could relate to stability allowing social reforms.
· Trade: Industrial growth affecting children’s work and family life.
· Change: Major shifts in education, work, and daily life for Victorian children.
· Beliefs: Victorian values about childhood, discipline, education, and morality.






Golden Disciplinary Threads: 
· Cause and Consequence: How Queen Victoria’s reign led to new schools, laws, and children’s rights.
· Change and Continuity: How children’s lives changed (school, work) and what stayed the same (family life).
· Similarity and Difference: Compare Victorian childhood with today’s experiences.
· Significant People/Events: Queen Victoria, Education Acts, child labour laws.
· Sources and Evidence: Use of photos, diaries, toys, and clothing to understand Victorian childhood.
· Historical Interpretations: Different views on childhood in Victorian times vs now.
Medium-Term Plan Ideas
	Focus ideas
	Learning Objectives
	Suggested Activities

	What was childhood like in Victorian times?
	Understand the general idea of childhood long ago.
	Storytime with Victorian children’s stories, comparing toys.

	Queen Victoria
	Learn about Queen Victoria and why she’s important.
	Simple biography, dressing up as Queen Victoria.

	School and Education
	Discover Victorian school life and compare with today.
	Role-play Victorian classroom, look at school rules.

	Work and Play
	Explore jobs Victorian children did and their leisure activities.
	Sorting jobs, Victorian games, craft toys.

	Clothes and Homes
	Look at how Victorian children dressed and where they lived.
	Dress-up, examine pictures, build model Victorian house.

	Changes during Queen Victoria’s reign
	Understand reforms that improved children’s lives.
	Timeline of changes, discussion on how life got better.

	Reflect and Present
	Reflect on what was learnt and share opinions.
	Create a “Then and Now” poster or presentation.


 

Skills and Vocabulary Development
Key Historical Skills (EYFS–KS1):
· Recognising and describing differences between past and present.
· Sequencing events and objects.
· Asking and answering simple questions about history.
· Using artefacts and images to explore historical life.
· Comparing own lives with Victorian children’s lives.
 Key Vocabulary:
· Victorian 
· Queen Victoria 
· Childhood 
· School 
· Work 
· Toys 
· Clothes 
· Home 
· Reform 
· Empire 
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