Bromesberrow St Mary's Geography Curriculum
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2
What is special about where I live?
Local study: Bromesberrow, Ledbury and England
National Curriculum Objectives (KS1 / Early Years)
Locational knowledge: Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas. Develop awareness that our local area is in England and within the UK.
Place knowledge: Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of the local area.
Human and physical geography: Use basic geographical vocabulary to identify key physical features and key human features, including village, town, farm, house, shop, road and church.
Geographical skills and fieldwork: Use maps, aerial photographs and simple compass directions; use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of the school, Bromesberrow and the surrounding area.
EYFS / Reception: Explore the natural world, describe the immediate environment using observation, discussion, stories, maps and first-hand experiences, and notice similarities and differences between places.
Key Substantive Concepts 
	Concept
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2

	Location
	Know that home and school are places; use near/far.
	Know Bromesberrow and Ledbury are in England; locate England and the UK on a simple map.
	Locate Bromesberrow and Ledbury in relation to nearby places; use N/S/E/W and describe relative location.

	Place
	Talk about what home, school and the village are like.
	Identify features that make Bromesberrow/Ledbury recognisable and special.
	Explain a place using a combination of location, physical and human features; compare village and town.

	Environment
	Notice trees, fields, roads, buildings and open spaces.
	Distinguish natural/physical and human/built features; notice how land is used.
	Explain how people use and care for the local environment; consider benefits of countryside and settlement.

	Change
	Notice changes in weather, seasons and familiar surroundings.
	Use photographs to notice simple changes in the local area.
	Compare past/present maps or photographs and suggest how/why the local area has changed.

	Physical & Human
	Recognise simple natural and built features.
	Classify local features such as hills, fields, trees, roads, houses and shops.
	Describe patterns and connections, such as roads linking settlements and farming using rural land.

	Culture & Identity
	Share places that are important to them and their families.
	Recognise local landmarks and community places.
	Explain why local places matter to people and how they contribute to a sense of place.



Vocabulary / Terminology Progression
	Year
	Everyday / Supporting Words
	Geography-specific Words

	Reception
	home, school, near, far, road, field, tree, house, village, town
	place, map, feature, natural, human, England

	Year 1
	nearby, route, road, field, farm, shop, church, village, town
	local area, UK, country, landmark, physical feature, human feature, settlement

	Year 2
	same, different, change, land, countryside, community
	compass, north, south, east, west, aerial photograph, key, symbol, land use, route, settlement



Skills Progression
	Skill area
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2

	Observation & questioning
	Use senses on a local walk; say what can be seen and heard.
	Ask and answer simple questions about what is around the school/village.
	Create questions for a local enquiry and use observations as evidence.

	Fieldwork
	Walk around school/immediate locality; draw or photograph features.
	Identify and tally human/physical features on a local walk.
	Carry out a simple survey; record features/land use and discuss patterns.

	Mapping
	Follow simple picture maps and draw familiar routes.
	Use a simple local map, symbols and a key; locate England/UK.
	Use N/S/E/W, aerial photographs and an annotated sketch map; follow/describe routes.

	Comparison
	Say what is the same/different between two familiar places.
	Compare Bromesberrow village with Ledbury town.
	Compare features, services and land use; explain similarities/differences.

	Recording
	Pictures, labels and oral descriptions.
	Simple maps, labels, tallies and photographs.
	Annotated maps, tables/tallies and short geographical explanations.



Medium Term Plan Ideas
	Focus / Enquiry Question
	Key Concepts
	Possible Activities / Tasks
	Skills & Vocabulary Focus

	1. Where do I live?
	Location, place
	Start with children’s homes and school. Build from Bromesberrow/Ledbury to England and the UK. Use nested-location language: school → local area → England → UK.
	home, local, village, town, England, UK; locating

	2. What can we see around Bromesberrow?
	Place, physical/human
	Local walk around the school/village. Spot fields, trees, roads, houses and community buildings; sort photographs into physical/human features.
	feature, physical, human, field, road; observation

	3. How can a map help us find our way?
	Location, representation
	Look at a simple local/aerial map. Match photographs to locations, create symbols and a key, then map a short familiar route.
	map, aerial photograph, symbol, key, route

	4. What is special about Bromesberrow?
	Place, culture, environment
	Identify features children value in the village and countryside. Create a class “special places” map with reasons.
	landmark, community, countryside, environment

	5. How is Ledbury similar to and different from Bromesberrow?
	Place, comparison
	Use photographs/maps or a visit. Compare a village with a nearby town: buildings, shops/services, roads, green space and traffic.
	village, town, settlement, compare, land use

	6. How do people use the land around us?
	Environment, human/physical
	Observe fields, farms, gardens, roads and buildings. Make a simple land-use tally or colour-coded map.
	farm, field, land use, countryside, settlement

	7. How has our local area changed?
	Change
	Compare carefully selected old/current photographs or maps of Bromesberrow/Ledbury. Identify what stayed the same and what changed.
	past, present, change, same, different

	8. Why is where we live special?
	All concepts
	Create a class guide, display or booklet: map, favourite local feature, human/physical features and a comparison between Bromesberrow and Ledbury.
	use and apply full unit vocabulary; present geographical findings



Possible Local Fieldwork
	Location / Setting
	What pupils can investigate
	Concepts & skills practised

	Bromesberrow school and village walk
	Observe village/countryside features close to school; identify buildings, roads, fields, trees and routes.
	Observation; human/physical features; sketch mapping; positional language.

	Local countryside / footpath study
	Notice land use, field boundaries, vegetation and views; undertake simple tallies/sketches.
	Fieldwork; environment; land use; recording.

	Ledbury town study
	Compare with Bromesberrow by observing town-centre buildings, shops/services, roads and green spaces.
	Place comparison; settlement; mapping; human geography.

	Digital/aerial mapping in school
	View Bromesberrow and Ledbury from above and trace a simple route between familiar places.
	Aerial view; map; symbols; key; direction; relative location.



Progression Across the Three Years
Understanding place: Reception: describe familiar places.  Year 1: identify what makes Bromesberrow/Ledbury distinctive.  Year 2: explain and compare places using human/physical features and land use.
Using maps: Reception: follow simple picture maps and positional language.  Year 1: use a simple map, symbols and key.  Year 2: use aerial photographs, compass points and annotated sketch maps.
Fieldwork: Reception: notice and talk about features.  Year 1: identify and tally features.  Year 2: undertake a simple enquiry, record evidence and draw conclusions.
Local to national understanding: Reception: know home and school are in a wider place.  Year 1: know the local area is in England and the UK.  Year 2: describe the local area’s relative location and connect local settlements to a wider map.
Comparison and change: Reception: notice same/different.  Year 1: compare village and town.  Year 2: explain differences and recognise change using maps/photographs.
Suggested End Points
Reception: I can talk about where I live and go to school, name things I see nearby, and use simple words such as near, far, road, field and map.
Year 1: I can locate England and the UK, describe Bromesberrow/Ledbury using human and physical features, and use a simple map with symbols and a key.
Year 2: I can use maps, aerial photographs and compass directions to describe the local area, compare Bromesberrow with Ledbury, and explain simple patterns of land use and change.
