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Bromesberrow Year 5 and 6 History Curriculum
Cycle 1
Autumn
Who Are the People from History Who Have Made a Difference to Our Community?
National Curriculum Objectives 
Year 5 Objectives:
· Develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history.
· Establish clear narratives within and across periods studied.
· Note connections, contrasts and trends over time.
· Use a range of historical terms accurately.
· Address and devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity, difference, and significance.
Year 6 Objectives:
· Construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information.
· Understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources.
· Evaluate the usefulness and reliability of different sources and understand that some interpretations of the past may be contested.
· Use historical enquiry to frame and answer questions about past societies.
Golden Threads and Historical Changemakers
· Monarchy: Examine individuals who challenged or worked with monarchy (e.g., suffragettes campaigning for change during royal reigns).
· Empire: Investigate figures impacted by or resisting the British Empire (e.g., Walter Tull, Mary Seacole, Gandhi).
· Invasion: Explore how war and invasion shaped the lives and actions of individuals (e.g., WWII figures, refugees who contributed to local society).

· Trade: Consider individuals who influenced economic change (e.g., industrialists, reformers, or those advocating for fairer trade conditions).
· Change: Central to this unit: people who drove local, national, or global change through action, innovation, or resistance.
· Beliefs: Many figures acted due to strong beliefs (e.g., Quakers, religious reformers, civil rights leaders, or anti-slavery activists).

Golden Disciplinary Threads: 
·  Cause and Consequence: What caused individuals to act? What were the consequences of their work for their communities and the wider world?
· Change and Continuity: How have communities changed because of these individuals? What values or challenges remain today?
· Similarity and Difference: Compare motivations, methods, and outcomes of individuals from different times and backgrounds.
· Historically Significant People, Places, Events: Focus on those whose actions impacted their local area or broader society — Florence Nightingale, Marcus Rashford, Emmeline Pankhurst, etc.
· Sources and Evidence: Use letters, newspaper articles, artefacts, and oral history to investigate individual stories and community impact.
· Historical Interpretations: How have these individuals been remembered or forgotten? Whose stories are told and why?

Medium Term Plan ideas:
	Possible Questions / Topics
	Key Knowledge
	Key Skills
	Resources

	What does it mean to “make a difference”?
	Define community impact and historical significance
	Framing enquiry; chronology
	Discussion starters; key images

	How do we decide who is historically significant?
	Criteria: impact, legacy, scope, relevance
	Evaluating significance
	Sorting cards, debate prompts

	Who was Mary Seacole and how did she help others?
	Role in Crimean War; racial and gender barriers
	Source analysis; interpretation
	Primary sources, biography texts

	How did Emmeline Pankhurst challenge the system?
	Suffrage movement and protest
	Cause/consequence; empathy
	Photos, news articles, timelines

	How did Marcus Rashford make a difference?
	Modern activism; food justice and policy change
	Compare past/present
	Videos, news reports, case studies

	Which local people have shaped our community?
	Research local changemakers (e.g., councillors, activists, educators)
	Independent research
	Local archives, interviews

	What challenges did these people face?
	Barriers: racism, gender, poverty, political resistance
	Similarity/difference
	Group work, source comparison

	How are these individuals remembered today?
	Statues, media, schools, street names, or overlooked?
	Interpretation
	Memory mapping

	Should everyone who makes a difference be remembered in the same way?
	Discuss and debate historical commemoration
	Critical thinking; argument
	Debate structure; case studies

	Project and Assessment: Who made the greatest difference to our community?
	Present findings through writing, display or talk
	Synthesis of learning
	Presentation templates; display space







Skills & Vocabulary Progression (Year 5 and 6)
	Skill
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Chronology
	Place individuals on timelines and understand overlaps
	Compare historical periods using timelines

	Enquiry
	Devise and refine enquiry questions
	Conduct independent investigations using multiple sources

	Interpretation
	Identify different viewpoints and possible biases
	Critically evaluate contrasting historical interpretations

	Use of Sources
	Use a wide range of primary and secondary sources
	Evaluate the reliability, utility and purpose of sources

	Communication
	Use formal historical language to discuss and present ideas
	Create structured, evidence-based arguments

	Understanding Change
	Explain how individuals brought about short- and long-term change
	Analyse complexity of change over time and across contexts


Key Vocabulary (Year 5 & 6)
	Vocabulary Word

	Significance

	Legacy

	Reform

	Protest

	Activist

	Equality

	Source

	Interpretation

	Community

	Commemoration




Spring
What were the reason for rise in Benin?
National Curriculum Objectives 
Year 5 National Curriculum Objectives:
· Look into timelines and understand major events in its rise.
· Learn about the founding and growth of the Benin Kingdom, including the role of the Oba.
· Use basic primary and secondary sources (e.g., artifacts, oral history) to learn about Benin.
· Identify simple causes for Benin’s rise, such as strong leadership and trade.
· Study key figures like Oba Ewuare and their influence on Benin's success.
· Recognize that history can be viewed from different perspectives, such as European vs. African viewpoints.
Year 6 National Curriculum Objectives:
· Create a detailed timeline of Benin’s rise and fall, placing it in the context of other empires.
· Investigate the reasons for Benin's power, including military strategy, governance, and trade.
· Analyse a range of sources (e.g., Benin Bronzes, European accounts) and consider their reliability and bias.
· Explore deeper causes of Benin’s success and the long-term consequences of the British invasion.
· Study the lives and impacts of important figures, especially Oba Ewuare and Oba Ovonramwen.
· Compare changes in Benin over time, especially in governance, trade, and cultural practices.
Golden Threads:
· Monarchy: The role of the Oba (King) in the rise of the Benin Kingdom, its governance structure, and its lasting legacy.
· Empire: The expansion of Benin’s influence through military conquest and trade, and its interactions with other empires.
· Invasion: The eventual invasion and conquest of Benin by the British in the late 19th century.
· Trade: The role of the transatlantic slave trade, trade in palm oil, and the kingdom’s connections with Europe.
· Change: How the Benin Kingdom evolved from a small settlement into a powerful empire and the subsequent effects of European colonization.


· Beliefs: The role of religion and spirituality in the governance and societal structure of Benin, including the belief in the divine right of the Oba.
Golden Disciplinary Threads:
· Cause and Consequence: Investigate what factors led to the rise of the Benin Kingdom and the consequences of its expansion and eventual fall.
· Change and Continuity: Explore the changes in Benin over time (rise, peak, decline) and the elements that remained constant (e.g., the role of the Oba).
· Similarity and Differences: Compare the Benin Kingdom’s rise with that of other empires (e.g., Mali, Ghana, or Egypt) and look for similarities and differences in how they expanded.
· Historical Significant People, Places, and Events: Examine the reign of significant Oba’s such as Oba Ewuare the Great and the role of Benin in regional and global history.
· Sources and Evidence: Study artifacts, oral traditions, and European accounts to understand how historians interpret the past of the Benin Kingdom.
· Historical Interpretations: Analyse different interpretations of the Benin Kingdom, particularly focusing on European accounts of its conquest and the kingdom’s art and culture.
Medium Term Plan:
	Focus Ideas
	Possible Learning Objectives
	Key Activities
	Assessment

	Introduction to Benin
	Introduce the Benin Kingdom and its geography. Understand the significance of the Oba.
	Map work: Locate Benin on a map of Africa. Discuss the role of the Oba.
	Observation, Q&A

	The Rise of the Kingdom
	Explore the factors leading to the rise of the Benin Kingdom (military, trade, governance).
	Timeline creation, class discussion.
	Group work on the rise of Benin.

	The Role of the Oba
	Investigate the role of the Oba in Benin's rise and its governance.
	Research and role-play key Obas, especially Oba Ewuare the Great.
	Writing activity on the role of the Oba.

	Benin Art and Culture
	Examine Benin’s art (bronze plaques, ivory carvings) as a reflection of its power.
	Study examples of Benin art, create own designs.
	Art project and reflection.

	The Role of Trade
	Understand the importance of trade in the growth of Benin, especially with Europe.
	Class debate: “How did trade shape Benin’s empire?”
	Group presentation on the role of trade.

	The Decline of Benin
	Explore the invasion and eventual fall of Benin to the British.
	Study the British invasion of 1897. Discuss the consequences.
	Essay on the reasons for the decline.

	Legacy of Benin
	Discuss the lasting legacy of Benin’s culture, governance, and art.
	Comparative analysis: Benin vs. other African empires.
	Final project on Benin’s legacy.



Skills Development:
· Chronological Understanding: Creating timelines and discussing events in a sequential manner.
· Historical Enquiry: Researching historical events using primary and secondary sources.
· Evidence Evaluation: Analysing artifacts and historical accounts critically.
· Interpretation of Sources: Evaluating different perspectives on Benin’s rise and fall (e.g., European vs. African perspectives).
· Communication: Presenting historical findings through written reports, class discussions, and presentations.
Key Vocabulary:
· Oba
· Empire
· Bronze Plaques
· Benin Kingdom
· Ewuare the Great
· Trade Routes
· Colonialism
· Invasion
· Slavery
· Artifacts
· Divine Right



Summer
How Have Crimes and Punishments Changed Over Time?
National Curriculum Objectives (Year 5 and 6):
Year 5:
· Chronological Understanding: Place significant events related to crime and punishment on a timeline.
· Historical Knowledge: Understand the nature of crime and punishment in Medieval and Tudor periods.
· Historical Sources: Explore primary and secondary sources about crime and punishment (e.g., historical trial records).
· Cause and Consequence: Investigate how social beliefs (e.g., monarchy, religion) influenced crime and punishment.
· Significant People and Events: Study key historical figures like John Howard and events such as the Bloody Code.
· Historical Interpretation: Understand how crime and punishment were interpreted differently in the past, compared to modern views.
Year 6:
· Chronological Understanding: Construct a more detailed timeline of crime and punishment, showing continuity and change.
· Historical Knowledge: Study changes in crime, including the Victorian era, transportation, and prison reforms.
· Historical Sources: Analyse a range of historical sources (e.g., court records, Victorian prison reforms, images of public executions).
· Cause and Consequence: Explore the deeper causes of changes, such as industrialization, human rights, and changes in public opinion.
· Significant People and Events: Investigate the role of reformers (e.g., Elizabeth Fry, John Howard) in changing the penal system.
· Change and Continuity: Examine how crime and punishment have evolved over time, focusing on continuity (e.g., the need for justice).

Golden Threads:
· Monarchy: The role of monarchs in shaping laws, enforcing punishments (e.g., Henry VIII and the Tudor period).
· Empire: The effects of British colonial empire on crime and punishments, such as transportation to Australia.
· Invasion: How invasions, such as the Norman Conquest, influenced crime laws and punishments (e.g., feudal systems, sheriffs).
· Trade: The link between crime and punishment in relation to trade and commerce, e.g., smuggling or crimes related to industrialisation.


· Change: Major shifts in crime and punishment, from public executions to prison reforms.
· Beliefs: How religion and changing social beliefs influenced ideas of justice, such as capital punishment, torture, and prison reforms.

Golden Disciplinary Threads:
· Cause and Consequence: Explore how different factors (e.g., changes in society, belief systems, technological advancements) affected crime and punishment.
· Change and Continuity: Examine both the changes in punishments over time (e.g., from hanging to rehabilitation) and what has remained constant (e.g., the need for a justice system).
· Similarity and Difference: Compare crime and punishment in different periods, e.g., medieval versus Victorian crime, or English versus colonial justice systems.
· Historically Significant People, Places, and Events: Focus on individuals like John Howard (prison reformer), key events like the Bloody Code, and locations such as the Old Bailey.
· Sources and Evidence: Analyse primary sources (court records, images, government laws) and secondary sources (historical texts) to understand how crime and punishment have changed.
· Historical Interpretations: Understand how different interpretations (e.g., public opinion on crime) can vary over time and how history has shaped our views on crime.

Medium-Term Plan Ideas:
	Focus Area ideas
	Learning Objectives
	Key Activities
	Assessment

	Introduction to Crime and Punishment
	Understand what crime and punishment were like in the past.
	Class discussion on modern vs. past crime. Timeline activity.
	Observation, Q&A.

	Crime and Punishment in the Middle Ages
	Explore crimes and punishments in the Medieval period (e.g., trial by ordeal, feudal justice).
	Case study of a medieval crime, role-play medieval trial.
	Role-play participation, written reflections.

	Crime and Punishment in the Tudor Period
	Investigate the changes in crime under the Tudors, including the Bloody Code.
	Group research on Tudor crimes and punishments.
	Group presentation.

	Crime and Punishment in the Victorian Era
	Study how crime and punishments changed during the Industrial Revolution and the Victorian era (e.g., prison reforms, child labour).
	Victorian crime re-enactment and analysis of the Prison Reform Act.
	Creative writing piece on Victorian crimes.

	Prison Reforms and the Role of People like John Howard
	Explore prison reformers and their impact (e.g., John Howard, Elizabeth Fry).
	Debate: "Should prisons focus on punishment or rehabilitation?"
	Debate participation, written reflection.

	Modern Crime and Punishment
	Understand how crime and punishment has evolved to the present day, focusing on modern laws and punishments.
	Compare current laws with historical punishments.
	Essay comparing past and present systems.

	Legacy and Reflection
	Reflect on how crime and punishment has changed over time and its current impact.
	Final project on the history of crime and punishment with a timeline.
	Final project presentation.



Skills Development:
· Chronological Understanding: Construct timelines and discuss key events in the development of crime and punishment.
· Historical Enquiry: Use primary and secondary sources to answer historical questions (e.g., why did crime rates increase in the Victorian era?).
· Cause and Consequence: Explore how changes in society, economy, and technology influenced crime and punishment.
· Interpretation: Analyse how historical views on crime and punishment have changed over time.
· Communication: Present findings through written work, debates, and projects.
Vocabulary:
· Crime 
· Punishment 
· Justice 
· Execution 
· Reform 
· Trial 
· Law 
· Prison 
· Monarch 
· Rehabilitation 
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