	
Communication and Language

	
ELG: Listening, Attention and Understanding
· Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and actions when being read to and during whole class discussions and small group interactions. 
· Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their understanding. 
· Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with their teacher and peers.

ELG: Speaking
· Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary. 
· Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate.
· Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, including use of past, present and future tenses and making use of conjunctions, with modelling and support from their teacher.


	Nursery 2-3
	Nursery 3-4
	Reception
	Year 1

	Development 
Point A
	Development Point B
	Development Point C
	Development Point 1
	Development Point 2
	Development Point 3
	Development Point 4
	Development Point 5
	Development Point 6
	Development Point 7
	Development Point 8
	Development Point 9

	To begin to join in with some songs and nursery rhymes (even just with actions or vocalisations) 
To begin to change attention to follow a prop or prompt. 
Begin to listen to short stories in a small group. 
Use some single word or gestures to express their wants, needs and feelings. 
Recognise /points to objects if asked about them.
Understand and copy frequently used words, such as, ‘all gone’, ‘no’, ‘bye bye’.
Will begin to identify personal objects by their name e.g. coat, shoes etc


    
	Recognise familiar environmental sounds and say what they can hear.
Listen to some stories and join in with some key words and phrases in familiar stories. 
Begin to sing rhymes and songs
Begin to put a few words together to express their wants, needs and feelings. 
Will identify familiar objects in the environment when they are described e.g. Katie’s coat.

	To maintain focus on an activity of their choice for a period of time.
Listen and join in during circle times.
Know and sing some familiar nursery rhymes and songs showing some familiar actions.
Role-plays familiar scenarios, e.g. being at home, going the shops or the Doctors. 
Express themselves showing a growing vocabulary and through simple gestures.
Begins to understand simple instruction like ‘Stop’.
	Is motivated to communicate (verbally and non-verbally). 

Follows a one-step instruction (with visual prompts).

Participates in simple rhymes e.g. with actions.

Shows enjoyment and interest in simple, interactive stories in small groups/one-to-one.

Can show an awareness of an adult or peer talking to them (e.g. making eye contact)

Understands a simple who, what and where question (e.g. where does that go?)

	Joins in with repeated parts of stories and familiar phrases.

Is motivated to communicate with their peers during play.

Begins to follow a routine two-step instruction with visual prompts, (e.g. Wash your hands and then line up)

Uses a simple who, what and where question. (e.g. who are you?)

Can speak using 4 or more words in a sentence.

	Engages in a simple back and forth conversation about a familiar event. 
Understands and follows a two-step instruction (e.g. get your coat and wait at the door)
Begins to understand a simple ‘why’ questions related to their experience.
Begins to use a wider range of vocabulary in their everyday communication.
Talks about parts of a familiar story e.g. can answer a simple question or make a relevant comment. 

Maintains focus during a short story/activity until it is completed.

	Focuses during an activity e.g. a story, adult-led activity and demonstrate engagement by looking and listening. 

Asks a simple question related to their experience, e.g. ‘Is it lunchtime soon?’
Begins to articulate their thoughts and ideas into well-formed sentences, with support where needed.
Uses some social phrases e.g. ‘Can you help me please?’
Describes personal events in some detail.
Listens to and talks about stories that have been read to them.
Begins to talk about their learning with peers and other adults.
	Shows attentive listening skills during carpet times e.g. during phonics.

Conducts back and forth conversations with peers and adults and begins to contribute relevant comments in discussions. 

Shows understanding by offering small explanations that demonstrate their understanding of a topic or story, e.g. ‘He couldn’t carry it because it was too heavy.’ 

Answers ‘why?’ questions with adult support (beyond the here and now). 

Begins to use a range of connectives e.g. so, but, because, and… when talking with peers and adults.

Uses recently modelled language independently across everyday contexts e.g., ‘this lunch is delicious.’




	During carpet-time, can maintain focus and listen to what is being said/explained. 

Uses questions to clarify meaning e.g. of new vocabulary. 

Uses the correct tense most of the time when speaking. 

Uses a range of connectives e.g. so, but, because, and…

Listens and follows a story without pictures or prompts.

Uses a wider range of vocabulary that they have heard in stories in role play and conversations with peers.

Use talk to help solve problems and organise thinking.

Retell a familiar story in the correct order in role play and small world play.

	Speaks clearly and confidently in a range of contexts.  

Uses non-verbal signals to indicate agreement or disagreement.

Speaks in sentences using joining phrases to link ideas 
 
Begin to use conjunctions to organise and sequence ideas e.g. First, next, then, finally 

Offers reasons for their opinions

Listens and responds appropriately to others 

Understands that we all have different opinions and views.  

 

	Uses appropriate tone of voice in the right context e.g. to project their voice to a large audience.

Uses vocabulary appropriately specific to the topic in hand e.g. lighter/heavier rather than bigger and smaller  

Recognises when they haven’t understood something and ask a question
Is willing to change their mind based on what they have heard.

Uses gestures to support delivery e.g.  to point at parts of a plant they are discussing.

	Uses sentence stems to link to other’s ideas in group discussion e.g. ‘I agree with… because...’   

Takes opportunities to try out new language, even if it is not always correctly used.

Disagrees with someone else’s opinion politely

Explains ideas and events in chronological order using conjunctions.

Begins to organise group discussions independently of an adult

Continues a conversation through multiple exchanges. Sentence stems could include:
· Yes/No because…
· I like… because… and…
· I don’t like… because…and…
· I agree with… because…
· It is right…
· It is wrong…



For multi-lingual learners – detailed assessment and target setting documentation has been created by The Bell Foundation (insert link to Staff portal)
